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SUCCESS STORY

From Innovation to Commearcialization and Beyond - Mandy Habarman

Inspired by her own chid suffering from stickler's syndrome, graphic designer Mandy Haberman designed a
feaciar for babies with sucking difficulties. The Haberman feeder was patantad in the UK in 1884 and Mandy
Habarman indially sat up her own compeny to commercialize the product worddwide before graniing
manutacturing and distribution licansa. The Producet’s success was signficant, though the nature of the product
limited its distribution 1o & very namow market.
A lew years later, Mandy Habasman, iInspinad (his time by a friend’s child spiling blackeumant juice over a ersam
cotoured carpel, decided (o set out to design a leak-prool cupt thatl seals between sips and created the amywayup
(R in 1092, the first of Uses a slit valve o control the flow of liquid through the spout of trainer cup. Additional
paterts both for the UK and overseas were later filed and granted.
Profotypes of the innovative product were atfered for licensing to 18 companias cancernad with the manufaciures
of products for infants. Atthough the response was enthusiastic, for varous reasons, no cense was issued,
therefora, in 1896, Mandy Hzberman decided to join forces with a Cardiff-besed makreting company that
specialized in markeding inrovative products and the Anywayup (R cup started to sell in unprecadanted numbers
ia rate of 60,0000 a week). Shortly after, a LS company signed an exclusive USA licensign agreement fo
manutaciure and gall the product under tha Tumble Mates brand. Ovar 10 million cupe are now sold each year
worldwids,
&z s oftan the case, the Armywayup (R] cup risked of being a victim of its own success. Just 18 manths after the
product was launched, Mandy Haberman discovared that one of the UK companlas she had Initlally approached
for licensing was making a very similar product to the Anywayup (F} cup. Mandy haberman decided to sue the
other company and won the legal bathle. An injuction preventing further infringsment of the patent was ardared
andthe appeal was abandoned shortly thereafter as an out of court seftlement was reached.
Crver the years, Mandy Haberman and the Anywayup () cup Dave won numerous imenbon awards including the
British Female inwentor of the Year award in 2000 a Gold Medal at the salon internativnal des Iinvenstions in
Geneva as wall as the Uk's top design indusiry awarnds. Today mandy haberman is a sutcastul entrepranaur and
has taken an active robe in pobey-making acting &8 adviser to the UK governmetn and tha Patant Office on
Intellectial Property Matlars.
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